
 
Preface 

 
 
The 13th International Conference on Silicon Carbide and Related Materials 2009 (ICSCRM 2009) 

was held at the CongressCenter Nürnberg (CCN), Germany from October 11 to 16, 2009. It 

represented a truly important and exciting event in the field of wide bandgap semiconductors. 503 

scientists and engineers from 29 countries participated in this conference to report and to discuss the 

recent progress achieved during the last two years. Further 20 exhibitors maintained a booth 

demonstrating the industrial interest and the economic impact in the field of SiC. 

These Proceedings reflect the present knowledge and industrial experience on the growth of bulk 

crystals and epitaxial layers, the physical properties of the grown semiconductors as well as the 

progress in processing and fabrication of SiC high power devices. The technical program enclosed 

331 contributed and 28 invited papers, which were presented from Monday to Friday in two parallel 

oral sessions and from Monday to Wednesday in the later afternoon in three poster sessions. Due to 

the fact that micropipes can now almost completely be avoided in SiC wafers, extended defects like 

dislocations or stacking faults attracted more attention as a source for the degradation of device 

performance. The development and fabrication of high power devices and systems for industrial 

applications also ranked a high position. A booming and extremely exciting topic was graphene 

grown on SiC, this topic filled three oral sessions. Two plenary sessions presented a survey on basic 

physical properties and processes of SiC (Monday) and on the industrial potential of components 

based on SiC (Friday) and served as highlights of the conference. The commercial aspect of SiC 

technology was revealed in an industrial news session on Wednesday evening. Social events like 

the Welcome Reception on Sunday and the Conference Dinner at the famous "Germanisches 

Nationalmuseum" on Thursday evening provided ideal opportunities to meet friends and to have 

stimulating discussions. 

 

The success of ICSCRM 2009 was due to a perfect team work of many deeply engaged people. The 

Steering Committee gave many valuable proposals with respect to the scientific content of the 

conference and the Technical Program Committee carefully selected the contributed and invited 

papers and put together an interesting scientific program. The Session Chairmen served as 

convincing guarantors that the oral presentations run smoothly and on time. All the Referees 

deserve great recognition for intensively reading the manuscripts to guarantee the high scientific 

level of these Proceedings. 
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Further we are deeply obliged to the careful assistance and enthusiastic help of a great number of 

local students and employees of our organisations. Sabrina Schwender and Florian Krach served as 

our reliable and engaged help in preparing the conference; Sabrina, in addition, was our thoughtful 

guide for the "Ladies Program". Svetlana Beljakowa, Johannes Jobst, Verena Martin, Lia Trapaidze, 

Thanos Tsirimpis, Daniel Waldmann and Bernd Zippelius prepared with great conscientiousness the 

editorial work prior to and during the conference. Philip Hens, Michel Kaiser, Katja Konias, 

Markus Ostler and Florian Speck took great care that oral and poster sessions run smoothly without 

any technical problems. We thank Karl Dohnke for the time and effort he has spent to organize the 

industrial exhibition. We are very grateful for the dedicated help of Brigitte Schmidtlein and Dilek 

Sentürk, who were in charge of the Hotel reservations for the participants as well as to Elke 

Reinhardt and Anka Wahl, who organized the necessary office supplies and prepared the Editorial 

Office. Jörg Lottes provided technical support with great reliability whenever a quick help was 

required. Last but not least we would like to thank Katharina Glaß, CNN Ost, for her friendly and 

professional preparedness to solve all our problems and to Rene Lehrieder, Catering-Party-Service, 

who was a reliable and excellent partner in preparing the daily lunch and coffee breaks as well as 

the Conference Dinner. 

 

We very much appreciate the generous support of many industrial and government sponsors of 

ICSCRM 2009 – listed on a separate page – which enabled the organizers to keep the conference 

fee at a reasonable level and to provide grants for 16 young scientists. 

 

The next conference in this series will move again to the USA. It will be held in Cleveland, Ohio in 

2011. General Chairman will be Dr. Phil Neudeck, NASA Glenn Research Center. We wish the 

organizers of the next conference much success. 
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