
Preface 

This one-day international meeting was organised to mark my retirement from the Cavendish 
Laboratory, University of Cambridge after about 40 years’ service. There were nine invited 
talks by leading experts, and except one, all talks were on the mechanical behaviour of 
materials. The ninth talk was on spectroscopic studies of biological cells, which was given by 
Hubert Pollock (Lancaster University, UK), who had previously carried out many excellent 
studies on the mechanical behaviour of materials, before switching to biological studies. 

Eight manuscripts were submitted for publication. All the eight manuscripts were refereed by 
experts in order to meet the requirement of the journal and the publisher and all were 
accepted for publication. The one talk about which a manuscript was not submitted was 
entitled “Growth and structural characterisation of semiconductor nanowires” and it was 
given by Gilles Patriarche of Laboratoire de Photonique et de Nanostructures, CNRS, France.  

The research topics described in this special volume range from surface forces, surface 
energies and adhesion to indentation and nanoindentation of solids and fracture waves in 
glasses to spectroscopic studies of biological cells.  

I would like to thank the speakers and contributors, and am very grateful to all the referees, 
who went through the manuscripts very carefully. My thanks are also due to Mr Peter 
Brindle, Bursar Darwin College, Cambridge for providing the excellent facilities for the 
meeting. I am also grateful to Mrs Alicia Kelleher and Dr Yong Lim for helping with the 
organisation of the meeting. Finally, I would like to thank Dr Thomas Wohlbier, publisher of 
Trans. Tech. Publications Ltd. for his patience and cooperation. 
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