
 

Preface 

 
 

This issue of Advanced Materials Research titled Advances in Materials and 
Systems Technologies II is a collection of selected, peer-reviewed papers from the 
2008 International Conference on Engineering Research and Development: 
Innovations (ICERD2008) held at the University of Benin, Nigeria during April 15 – 
17, 2008. This conference is part of the biannual conference series on Engineering 
Research and Development. The first one (ICERD2006) was held during September 
5 – 7, 2006 at the same venue. The next one (ICERD2010) will hold during 
September 7 – 9, 2010. The 2008 Conference (ICERD2008) addressed a number of 
scientific issues underlying innovations in Materials and Systems research at the 
global level while paying particular attention to possible processes that may make for 
the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of the United Nations 
in Developing Countries. 
 
The conference was attended by over 150 participants from 9 countries in Africa, 
Europe and America. A keynote paper was presented by Professor Richard H. Weston 
of the Manufacturing Systems Integration (MSI) Research Institute, Wolfson School, 
Loughborough University, UK on the role of robots in responsive production systems. 
 
The editors would like to express their deepest appreciation to Professor E.A.C. 
Nwanze, Vice-Chancellor, University of Benin, Nigeria, the members of the 
International Advisory Committee and the Technical Committee for their invaluable 
contributions toward the success of the conference. Special thanks go to the 
Conference Secretariat. 
 
We would also want to thank the sponsors of the conference, namely: the University 
of Benin, Benin City, Energy Commission of Nigeria (ECN), Abuja, National Agency 
for Science and Engineering Infrastructure (NASENI), Abuja, National Gas Company 
(NGC), Warri, National Automotive Council (NAC), Abuja and the Psi Association 
for Technology and Sustainable Development (PATASD), Benin City for their 
financial and material support. 
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