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The IBS community mourns the passing of Professor Arpad E. Torma, a dedicated researcher, an 
early advocate of the International Biohydrometallurgy Symposium, and a friend and colleague to 
many in the field of bioleaching. 
 
Professor Torma, born October 30, 1932 in Gyor, Hungary, received his Bachelor’s of Sciences in 
Chemical Engineering from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich; his Masters in 
Sciences in Chemistry from Laval University, Quebec City, Canada; and his Ph.D. in Chemical 
Engineering from the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  
 
After receiving his Ph.D., Dr. Torma associated with the Quebec Department of Natural Resources 
as a Research Scientist and then as head of the Division of Extractive Metallurgy. It was during this 
time that Dr. Torma developed an intense interest in bioleaching – an interest that burgeoned into a 
long and distinguished research career. His early publications focused on both the fundamentals of 
the bioleaching organisms and pragmatic aspects of employing the organisms in commercial 
applications.  
 
Dr. Torma joined New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, Socorro, New Mexico USA in 
1977 as Professor of Metallurgy and during his 13-year career at the Institute served as Dean of 
Engineering, Director of the Mineral Institute and Director of the Sullivan Center for In-situ Mining 
Research. Professor Torma published prolifically during this time, eventually authoring or co-
authoring some 240 reviewed articles – many related to bioleaching – and nine books. His research 
also led to 13 patents.  
 
Professor Torma enthusiastically embraced IBS and worked industriously to insure the success of 
the organization. He was one of the three organizers and proceedings’ editors of the IBS meeting in 
Socorro, New Mexico in 1977. In 1983 Professors Torma and Rossi collaborated to host and edit 
the proceedings of the IBS in Cagliari, Italy and in 1988 Professor Torma again co-organized and 
co-edited the proceedings of the Jackson Hole, Wyoming (USA) IBS meeting. 
 
Professor Torma’s keen interest in bioleaching, eagerness to contribute to the success of the 
profession and the lasting relevance of his research now immortalized in publications will long be 
remembered by IBS, his colleagues and his friends throughout the world. 
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