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Abstract. Composite materials present interesting mechanical properties. The metal provides the
toughness and the particles are adding elastic stiffness, strength, hardness and wear resistance. High
energy X-ray diffraction has been used to characterize the microstructure evolution of two types of
MMCs (titanium and steel matrix) reinforced with TiC particles. Evolutions of mass fraction and
mean cell parameters shows the effect of reinforcement on the kinetics and mechanical state of the
final composites.

Introduction

Since 1970's [1], composite materials are developed for their interesting mechanical properties. Their
development in the last decade is the result of the introduction of micro/nano particles in a metallic ma-
trix. The metal provides the toughness and the particles are adding elastic stiffness, strength, hardness
and wear resistance. High specific stiffness and high specific strength are interesting characteristics of
Metal Matrix Composites (MMC). These features make it possible to substantially lower the weight
and retain high properties. The particles must be carefully chosen for each kind of matrix and are
conditioned by a thermodynamic equilibrium between the matrix and the reinforcement [2]. In order
to optimize the properties of MMC by thermal treatments, it is necessary to analyze the interactions
between the particles and the matrix and their role on the final microstructure [3]. The evolution of
the matrix and of the reinforcement were thus analyzed during thermal treatment using in situ high
energy X-ray diffraction (HEXRD). In the present contribution, we analyze the structural evolution
and strain development in two metal matrix composites with two kinds of matrix: titanium alloys and
steels both reinforced with TiC particles.

Samples

Composites have been produced by Mecachrome company. Ti64-TiC composite contains 10vol% of
TiC and steel-TiC contains 15mass% of TiC. More details on the steel-TiC composite can be found
in [3]. A mechanical milling of matrix powders and TiC particles was performed at relatively low
energy in order to reduce the size of both components. The consolidation of the composite powders
was further realized by hot iso-static pressing (HIP) under a stress of 100MPa at 920◦C for Ti64matrix
and 1120◦C for steel matrix during 4 hours. The micrographs obtained at room temperature after HIP,
are given figure 1 and figure 2. The micrographs obtained for Ti64-TiC composite (Fig 1) are given at
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Fig. 1: Microstructure of the Ti64-TiC composite.

two magnifications. At the micrometer scale, the distribution of the phases/components presents some
heterogeneity with dark/grey and light areas. The dark/grey areas are related to the presence of TiC
particles, while the light areas correspond to a lower concentration or the absence of reinforcement.
At higher magnification (SEM image) we distinguish the reinforcement in black and the two phases
present in the matrix (beta in white and alpha in grey). The steel/TiC composite presents also a non-

Fig. 2: Microstructure of the steel-TiC composite.

homogeneous distribution of all components with the black components being the TiC particles, the
grey area being a mixture of TiC particles and steel and the lighter area some steel powders without
reinforcement [3].

Experimental set-up - High energy X-ray diffraction

The high energyX-ray diffraction (HEXRD) experiments were performed at the European Synchrotron
Radiation Facility (ESRF, Grenoble, France), on the ID15B beam line. The in situ measurements were
conducted using high energy X-ray synchrotron radiation diffraction with a monochromatic beam of
87 keV. The high energy beam allowed to analyze a large volume of the sample, to be representative
of the bulk behavior and to lessen the surface effect [4, 5]. High energy X-ray diffraction is largely
used to determine the mechanical behavior of heavy samples [6]. The combination between the high
flux from synchrotron source, a large area detector and the high energy allows to make in situ analysis
of phenomena with a time scale of one second or less in the bulk. Using the phase selectivity of the
X-ray diffraction we are able to extract parameters for each phase present in the composite. For our
experiments, the samples had a thickness of 3 mm in the beam direction. The beam size was fixed
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to 0.4x0.4mm2. Each sample was heated using a radiant furnace allowing to heat up to 1000◦C. A
thermocouple was spot-welded on the sample surface leading to the measurement of temperature and
allowing the control of the heating conditions. XRD patterns were recorded by a flat CCD detector
(pixium 4700), with one image every 3.5s (1s exposure + 2.5s readout time). Data have been cor-
rected and reduced to (2θ, intensity) patterns using fit2d software [7] suitable for Rietveld analysis
[8, 9]. Details can be found in [5].

Titanium matrix composite

Kinetics of phase transformation. An example of the evolution of phase fraction is given for Ti64
matrix composite (Fig. 3). After HIP, a mixture of three phases is characterized, consisting of 83%
of α phase, 5.5% of β and 11.5% of TiC. Phase transformations start around 600◦C. Between 600◦C
and 720◦C, the kinetics of phase transformation α to β is very slow. In this temperature range, the
amount of TiC increases, with a maximum of 12.5% at 720◦C. Between 720◦C and 920◦C, the α → β
transformations kinetics is accelerated. On dwell, the three phases are still present (56% α phase,
32% β phase and 12% TiC). During the dwell, we can observe some oscillations that are due to the
non-perfect temperature control. The amount of α phase is slightly decreasing to reach a value 51%
at the end of dwell. These amounts are different from the ones expected in a Ti64 alloy. Indeed, in
a Ti64 alloy, the amount of phases present at 920◦C would be 46vol% of α and 54vol% of β [10].
These values are significantly different from the ones measured. Therefore the α → β transformation
domain in the Ti64/TiC composite is shifted toward higher temperatures. The main reason of the shift
is the presence of carbon coming from TiC and oxygen introduced by the process. During cooling,

Fig. 3: Mass fraction evolution during heat thermal for Ti64/TiC composite.

the amount of α increases very quickly until 680◦C and more slowly between 680◦C and 550◦C. For
temperatures lower than 550◦C, the volume fraction of each phase remains nearly constant whereas
TiC amount slightly decreases throughout the cooling. After the heat treatment, the phase ratios are
nearly similar to those present in the initial state. However, the amount of TiC increased by about
1% vol. From Ti-C phase diagram and for a given composition, small changes in TiC amount can be
expected when temperature varies [11]. Moreover, TiC can be enriched in oxygen [12].

lattice parameters evolution. Rietveld analysis allowed to determine the lattice parameters for
each phase and their evolution during the thermal treatment. During the Rietveld analysis, diverse
parameters are adjusted as: background, zero shift for the whole diagram and for each phase, scale
factor, peak shape and width, lattice parameters and overall isotropic displacement. For Rietveld anal-
ysis and quantitative evaluations, crystallographic structures need to known. The structure of our phase
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are: TiC (cubic FM-3M), Fe-α (cubic IM-3M), Fe-γ (cubic FM-3M), Fe-α" (cubic I4/MMM), Fe3C
(orthorhombic PNMA), Ti-α (hexagonal P63/MMC) and Ti-β (cubic IM-3M).

The relative lattice parameter variations are determined using equation 1:

dai

ai0
=

(ai − ai0)

ai0
(1)

where ai is the lattice parameter of phase i for the given image number and ai0 the lattice parameter of
phase i in the initial state (time 0). Evolutions of relative lattice parameters for Ti64/TiC composite are
presented on figure 4. For TiC, the relative lattice parameter evolution is nearly linear during heating
as well as during cooling. On the contrary large changes in the slope are observed for the relative lat-
tice parameters of the matrix. The relative lattice parameters of each phase of the matrix vary linearly

Fig. 4: Cell parameters relative evolution during heat thermal for Ti64/TiC composite.

between room temperature and 600◦C. For the α phase and temperatures higher than 630◦C, both rela-
tive lattice parameters (a and c) increase, but non-linearly. For daα/aα0 the slope increases slightly until
920◦C, while dcα/cα0 presents higher slope variations at temperatures higher than 505◦C. During cool-
ing, daα/aα0 and dcα/cα0 are similar to those observed during heating. For the β phase, daβ/aβ0 increases
linearly up to 550◦C. Between 550◦C and 920◦C daβ/aβ0 increases abruptly reaching a value more than
twice the value obtained between 20◦C and 500◦C. This strong variation is mainly associated with
the partial α → β phase transformation and the associated change in chemical composition of β [13].
On cooling the behavior is symmetrical. These behaviors for α and β phases are similar to the ones
obtained for titanium alloys [13, 14]. The thermal expansion coefficient of each phase was estimated
in the linear part of the evolution. Results are reported in table 1. These values TiC are close to the
literature value: 8.6×10−6.K−1 [15] for TiC and higher for Ti64 that are commonly between to 8.5
and 10×10−6.K−1 from 20 and 500◦C [16].

Table 1: Experimental coefficient of thermal expansion for Ti64/TiC composite during heating and
cooling.

heating cooling
Phase α (10−6K−1) T range (◦C) Phase α (10−6K−1) T range (◦C)

Ti64 α / a 10.8 30-630 Ti64 α / a 10.7 40-660
Ti64 α / c 11.3 30-505 Ti64 α / c 10.5 40-500
Ti64 β 10.9 30-505 Ti64 β 11.3 40-450
TiC 8.9 40-895 TiC 8.2 40-895
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Steel matrix composite

For the steel-TiC composite we mainly focus on the phase transformations occurring during cooling.
At the end of the heating and dwell at 1000◦C, the steel-TiC composite is composed of two phases:
austenite (81.6%) and TiC (18.4%). The behavior of the phases is analyzed for two cooling conditions
from 1000◦C to room temperature; Condition I, ferrite and pearlite formation in the metallic matrix
with a slow cooling at 0.5◦C/s; Condition II, martensite formation in the metallic matrix with a fast
cooling at 5◦C/s.

Kinetics of phase transformation. The mass fraction evolution of each phase versus temperature
are given on figure 5 for cooling at 0.5◦C/s (condition I, fig. 5(a)) and 5◦C/s (condition II, fig. 5(b)).
For both cooling conditions, only austenite (γ) and TiC are present on dwell. For condition I, a very

Fig. 5: (a) Mass fraction evolution during cooling (1000◦C to 20◦C at 0.5◦C/s) and (b) mass fraction
evolution during cooling (1000◦C to 20◦C at 5◦C/s) for steel/TiC composite.

slight increase in the mass fraction of TiC is observed until 780◦C while γ amount decreases. Ferrite
(α) is formed at 780◦C and the formation of pearlite (α + Fe3C) occurs between 690◦C and 670◦C. In
that last temperature range, the TiC amount slightly increases. The change in TiC amounts is due to
differences in carbon solubility in austenite and ferrite and non-stoechiometry of the TiC phase. For
that cooling rate, the transformation of the matrix leads to a mixture of ferrite and pearlite. The amount
of all phases remains constant between until 670◦C and room temperature.

For condition II, ferrite (α) appears also at 780◦C. The amount of this BCC structure increases
slightly until 200◦C (5mass% at 200◦C). At temperatures lower than 200◦C, themartensite (tetragonal
structure) is formed. The TiC amount remains stable during cooling. As martensite and ferrite have
nearly the same crystallographic structure and due to the angular resolution of the detector, it is not
possible to distinguish the ferrite from martensite at low temperature. We have assumed that ferrite
remains constant when the martensite transformation begins. For condition II, the transformation of
the matrix leads to a mixture of austenite, ferrite and martensite.

Cells parameters evolution. The lattice parameters evolutions during cooling for the steel/TiC
composite are given figure 6 for condition I and figure 7 for condition II. For condition I, (Fig. 6),
the lattice parameters evolution is linear between 1000◦C and 700◦C, when no phase transformation
occurs or at the very early stages of the matrix transformation. During the pearlite formation (690◦C-
670◦C), the austenite parameter decreases while the ferrite parameter increases. The TiC lattice param-
eter presents also an increase during this step of the matrix phase transformation. During the further
cooling, we clearly evidence a non-linearity of the cells parameters of ferrite and TiC at temperatures
lower than 300◦C.

The CTE of the present phase was estimated in different temperature ranges. Results are reported in
table 2. These values clearly highlight the changes in the apparent CTE. Indeed, the CTE value of TiC
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Fig. 6: Lattice parameters evolution during cooling (1000◦C to 20◦C at 0.5◦C/s) for steel/TiC com-
posite.

Table 2: Experimental coefficient of thermal expansion for steel-TiC composite during cooling
(1000◦C to 20◦C at 0.5◦C/s).

Phase α (10−6K−1) T range (◦C) Phase α (10−6K−1) T range (◦C)
austenite 22.1 750-900 TiC 10.7 720-900
ferrite 14.7 300-600 TiC 10.4 300-600
ferrite 12.2 100-300 TiC 9.1 100-300

is larger than the one measured in the Ti64-TiC composite (8.6×10−6K−1), and generally reported
in the literature [15]. It decreases significantly as temperature decreases. For condition II, from the
beginning of cooling and until the martensite formation, the lattice parameters of each phase decrease
continuously with slight changes in the slope.

Fig. 7: Lattice parameters evolution during cooling (1000◦C to 20◦C at 5◦C/s) for steel/TiC composite.

During the martensite formation, as austenite content reaches 28%, its lattice parameter decreases
and deviates significantly from linearity; meanwhile the TiC lattice parameter increases also deviates
from linearity and even increases. This is also highlighted in fig. 7 giving in addition the lattice pa-
rameters of martensite, for the temperature range 20◦C-300◦C. The TiC lattice parameter seems to be
stagnant between 200◦C and 150◦C, and further increases until 50◦C. For the lattice parameters of
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martensite, an increase of aα¨ and cα¨ is observed between 180◦C and 170◦C. As temperature is further
decreased and martensite amount increases, aα¨ parameter decreases while cα¨ parameter increases.

Table 3: Experimental coefficient of thermal expansion for steel-TiC composite during cooling
(1000◦C to 20◦C at 5◦C/s).

Phase α (10−6K−1) (◦C)
austenite 20.4 300-500
ferrite 15.1 300-500
TiC 10.9 300-500

For themartensite, both parameters goes to tension at the beginning of the transformation, itsmeans
an increases of the lattice volume. In the same time TiC parameters seems to be stagnant. With cooling
down and transformation advancement, cα¨ parameters increases and aα¨ decreases. In the same time,
TiC parameters goes in tension. The thermal expansion coefficient of the present phase was estimated
in the linear part of the evolution, results are reported in table 3.

Summary

High energy diffraction is a powerful tool to highlight the microstructure evolution during thermal
treatments for composite materials. Evolution of the phase fraction and lattice parameters during ther-
mal treatments of metal matrix composites (titanium and steel matrix) shown that their exist chemical
exchange between the matrix and the reinforcement. These exchanges modify the phase transforma-
tion kinetics and the mechanical state of the final composites. Phases with high TEC constraint the
whole structure and modify the strain in the other pahses. Further work will focus on the stress deter-
mination and calculations by FEM, in all the phases of the composites during the thermal treatment to
show the effect of the phase transformations on the internal and residual stresses.
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