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Abstract. A common challenge of punch-bending is the control and compensation of process
deviations which are induced, e.g., by different material batches. The resulting deviations are
currently countered iteratively using expert knowledge in the design phase as well as during the
production process. However, this is not always successful due to the complex interactions between
semi-finished product properties and forming tools. To automate the optimization of tool geometries
and process adjustments, an accurate prediction model of correlations between process/tool
parameters and product properties is necessary. In that regard, an application programming interface
(API) aligned with the Asset Administration Shell (AAS) specification is developed utilizing a hybrid
data-driven approach. It enables the transformation of various data formats e.g., from sensor and
simulation data into a machine-readable structure. The API is linked to a digital twin and a database,
to automatically gather requested information and provide the new structured data to a machine
learning (ML) model. To validate the developed method, hybrid punch-bending data is automatically
transferred to an ML model which then returns tool geometry suggestions for a defined product
geometry.

Introduction

Punch-bending is a forming process in which semi-finished products like metal strips or wires are
formed into products like brackets, mounts, electronic contacts or spring elements. The respective
punch-bending machines consist of several bending operations to achieve complex geometries [1, 2].

A common challenge of punch-bending is the control and compensation of process deviations.
Those are induced in the wire and therefore in the process in form of curvature and residual stresses
during wire production and wire coiling [1, 3]. In industrial applications, those deviations are
currently countered iteratively using expert knowledge and setup guidelines in the design phase as
well as during the production process. However, this is not always successful due to the complex
interactions between semi-finished product properties and forming tools [1, 4, 5].

To enable the optimization of tool geometries and process adjustments, an accurate prediction
model of correlations between process/tool parameters and product properties is necessary. Therefore,
a hybrid data-driven modeling approach including classical models (analytical, empirical, numerical)
and real data from the manufacturing process is chosen. Classical models enable investigations using
a wide range of tool configurations without having to manufacture them, as well as capturing effects
that are difficult or impossible to measure. However, they are based on assumptions and
simplifications, which means that deviations from reality may occur [3, 6]. By including real process
data within the data-driven approach, deviations and disturbances which are not considered by
classical modeling approaches can extend the data set to receive a more holistic understanding of the
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process and therefore a more robust model [7]. However, this hybrid approach requires a large amount
of data in different data formats. In this regard, an automated acquisition, preprocessing and transfer
of hybrid data is required, which can be realized by a digital twin (DT).

The first step towards automated data acquisition was presented by the authors in [8], by defining
a possible structure of the DT as well as by connecting the real process with the DT. However, this
current approach only includes real process data. To add further data sources regarding the hybrid
approach, an automated integration of hybrid data into the DT has to be investigated.

Related Work

The concept of the digital twin is often seen as an enabler for IloT and Industry 4.0 applications.
However, because there are several different definitions regarding the concept of the digital twin,
only a very specific and limited utilization is possible, which makes it significantly more difficult to
transfer to other applications. To counteract this, multiple standardized specifications were developed
to enable an interoperability between different assets. Via semantic modeling the specifications
describe the properties and the behavior of an asset as well as the relationship to other assets [9, 10].
Depending on the specification they also provide defined interfaces to interact with the digital
representation [11].

The Asset Administration Shell (AAS) is one of the developed specifications which is
subsequently refined by the Industrial Digital Twin Association (IDTA) [10]. In [12] the combination
of multimodal, i.e. hybrid, data and its integration into automation structures is defined as research
challenge for data-driven modeling. Due to the defined technology-neutral standard of the AAS,
interoperability with regard to the exchange of information and data from different sources is made
possible [13]. Therefore, the AAS can be used to automatically acquire hybrid data from the punch-
bending process and thus use it for the hybrid data-driven modeling approach.

Several cases have already been examined with regard to the utilization of the AAS in the context
of Industry 4.0 applications. One focus of research is manufacturer- and supplier-independent data
exchange. Here, the technology-neutral nature of AAS is utilized to enable shared production and
development between multiple stakeholders [14, 15]. In this regard, the concept of the digital product
passport represents an implementation of this data exchange. [16]. The aspect of manufacturer- and
supplier-independent data exchange between different machines in production is another research
topic, which enables the interoperability between automated industrial systems [17, 18]. Other
prominent applications include skill-based manufacturing [19], process planning [20], process
monitoring [21] and predictive maintenance [22].

However, to the best of the authors knowledge, the application regarding a hybrid data-driven tool
design in forming technology has not yet been researched.

Data Sources

In order to pursue the hybrid data-driven approach to optimizing tool design for the punch-bending
process, a large amount of data in various formats is required. The hybrid data used in this paper can
be divided into three groups, which are shown in Table 1: real process data, simulation data and
historical data. The table also shows the quantities contained in each data source as well as their data
formats. The table also lists the tool configurations that are considered as input data and are available
in the same data format for each previous data source.
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Table 1. Data sources, quantities and data formats of the hyrid data-driven modeling approach of
punch-bending processes.

Data Source Quantity Data Format
Process data (sensor data) Forf:e.s, bending angle, Time series data, single sensor data,
positions, curvature image data
. . Forces, bending angle, residual | Time series data, single sensor data,
Simulation
stresses nodal data
Historical data (analytical .
(analy Forces, bending angle Tabular data

model, reference studies)

Tool geometries, process

el Single parameter values

Tool configuration

Process data is generated within the real punch-bending process which is displayed in Figure 1. It
consists of a material coil, a mechatronic straightener and a punch-bending machine. The mechatronic
straightener includes seven straightening rolls. The three upper rolls are each connected to a stepper
motor and can therefore be moved via the machine control. Within this punch-bending process,
multiple sensors are installed to capture the effects appearing during the straightening and bending
operations. The straightening machine is equipped with laser triangulation sensors to determine the
positions of the upper straightening rolls. Load cells are also attached to the upper rolls to measure
the resulting straightening forces. Both the position and force signals are sent to the machine control
as time series data. This 1s implemented using Beckhoff's TwinCAT automation software. Using an
optical measuring system, the wire curvature can be determined offline. First, several coordinate
points on the wire geometry are determined and then converted into a corresponding curvature. This
is then available as a single sensor data point. The bending angle of the punch-bending product is
determined inline using an optical measuring system as well. The image recognition of the camera
software identifies the relevant geometric features, outputs them as single sensor data and forwards
them afterwards to the automation software.

Curvature
Camera

Roll posmon

Sensors
V—‘__ -

Fig. 1. Overview of the punch-bending process, which is used for process data generation.

Simulation data is generated via the FE-Software Abaqus. Besides forces and the bending angle
also residual stress or strain is captured. Here, the calculated values are assigned to the individual
nodes of the mesh so that the determined effects are available as nodal data. For historical data, data
from analytical models and data from experimental reference studies are summarized. In this way,
previously gathered knowledge can also be incorporated into data-driven modelling. It is assumed
that this data is available in tabular form.

The hybrid data-driven approach for optimizing the tool design for punch-bending processes thus
has several different data formats, which, given the large amount of data required, necessitates
automated acquisition, preprocessing and transfer of the hybrid data in a uniform machine-readable
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format. This could be realized by a digital twin and a suitable automation structure. In [8], the authors
already described a structure between the digital twin, its included database and the real punch-
bending process. Consequently, only real data was included. To enable the processing of hybrid data,
an extension of the existing automation approach is necessary.

Modification of the Automation Structure for Hybrid Data

The modification approach is shown in Figure 2. Regarding this hybrid data-driven approach,
simulation data as well as historical data are to be integrated in the same machine-readable format to
enable the processing by subsequent clients like preprocessing or the ML module.

Hybrid Machine Learning Module
Machine Learning Module I Surrogate Straightening I Surrogate Bending Ensemble Model il
Hybrid data —— Hybrid data request
1
Digital Twin Database (]
API related
. mongo DB. interactions
BaSyx
structure data Reference
AAS Server m Data requests @
\/ Tools and tool
> BSSYX configuration
[ )
Data transfer Synchronization| :
1 1
Historical data Lty Simulation ~ | | Process
I EH
(P

Fig. 2. Schematic representation of the hybrid automation structure, incorporating the API to enable
the transformation of various data formats into a machine-readable structure.

As described in previous work the AAS specification is integrated by using the software called
AASX Package Explorer. It enables the development of the digital representation of the punch-
bending process and its assets. Furthermore, additional meta data of the assets can be stored in the
respective submodels to obtain a holistic representation and comprehensive information storage. This
information model is then uploaded to the AAS Server (I). There are several open-source AAS
implementations. An overview and comparison is given in [23]. Based on the study conducted in
[23], it is evident that Eclipse BaSyx matches the requirements for usage within the hybrid data-
driven model best among the implementations examined. Therefore, it will be used as the
implementation of the AAS for the digital twin in this paper which allows the interaction with the
created digital representation. For the digital twin of the punch-bending process the communication
was implemented via HTTP/REST in a Docker environment. Here, two versions were developed: A
local/unsecured and a secured version. All components therefore can be either addressed by their
local port or via a nginx reverse proxy to also implement secured communication via HTTPS.

An important subcomponent of the digital twin is the database (II). It has to store all acquired
process data as well as initial process and tool parameters which are then transferred to the ML
module. BaSyx also requires a database to store the AAS meta data. For this, the NoSQL data
management system MongoDB is currently the only persistent data storage implementation in BaSyx
(V2). Due to the properties of a NoSQL database, MongoDB enables the storage of multiple data
formats. Also, time series data can be stored in so called time series collections, which offer an
optimized storage for time series data compared to the standard MongoDB collections. Therefore,
MongoDB was also selected for the storage of process data, process parameters and meta data of the
punch-bending process. However, in order to combine the various data formats from different data
sources into a standardized format for hybrid data-driven modelling, a database structure was
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developed to assign the used tool configuration to the respective experiment or simulation. This is
realized by an identification system which is shown in Figure 3. First, each tool or process property
serving as input data receives its own Input ID (marked in yellow). Tool and process properties
include, e.g., straightening roll infeed, the radius of the die or the angle of the bending punch, but also
material properties. Sensor signals, simulation results or results from reference studies represent
output data and are assigned a Output ID accordingly. The IDs with their corresponding assignments
are then stored in a respective database collection. The Input Parameter ID combines a Input ID with
a specific value (marked in turquoise). The combination of all tool parameters of one measurement
1s then summarized in a Input Configuration ID (marked in brown). If one or multiple tool parameters
are changing, new Input Parameter IDs as well as a new Input Configuration ID, if not already
existing, are created. With the initialization of a new measurement, a new Measurement ID is created
and linked to a specific Input Configuration ID to ensure that recorded sensor data is linked to the
tool and process properties (marked in pruple). Acquired data of the sensors, either real or simulated,
are then assigned to the Measurement ID and their respective Output ID within the so-called Output
Data Collection (marked in light green).

Historical data Simulation data
s AN AN
[~ V)
I @ — —_—
Il [odd]
Input Output Input lethO” FE-Software Abagus Pytho”l Output
Tool |Tool . Product Tool |Tool ([Node . Product |Residual
Y-modulus . |Time Y-modulus . . Time
angle |radius angle angle |radius [ coordinates angle stress
2025-11- . 2025-11- —
190 72 213 27709:18:51 46.71 190 72 213 C:/Sim/M1/NC 27709:18:51 46.71 C:/Sim/M1/RS
2025-11- . 2025-11- .
190 72 213 27709:18:52 46.70 190 72 213 C:/Sim/M2/NC 27709:18:52 46.70 C:/Sim/M2/RS
2025-11- . 2025-11- —
190 78 2.93 27709:18:53 49.30 190 78 2.93 C:/Sim/M3/NC 27709:18:53 49.30 C:/Sim/M3/RS
2025-11- e 2025-11- .
190 66 2.93 27709:18:54 46.06 190 66 2.93 C:/Sim/M4/NC 27700:18:54 46.06 C:/Sim/M4/RS

Input ID Input Parameter ID[_] |Input Configuration ID[_] |Measurement o [ |Output ID OutputData [_] |

Input name  Input ID Input Parameter IDs B |nput Configuration ID® Qutput name Output ID
Input Value Timestamp Measurement ID B
Sensor value

Timestamp

Fig. 3. Schematic representation of the identification system which enables a standardized format
for hybrid data-driven modeling by transforming parameter and values into Input, Input Parameter,
Input Configuration, Output and Measurement IDs.

As described in [8] the tool and process properties are listed in the digital twin, where they are
extracted. Before an experiment is conducted on the real system, the values for each tool are entered
by the operator, so that the IDs can be generated. This was conducted via the TwinCAT automation
software of the machine. For the mere consideration of real sensor data this approach was sufficient.
However, when considering the inclusion of hybrid data sources, which means the addition of
simulation and historical data, this procedure is no longer reasonable. This is because the processing
of simulated and historical data would otherwise depend on the machine control, even if it is not
needed at that point in time. Furthermore, the generation of IDs via the machine control was subject
to a certain degree of failure due to the cyclical processing of the automation software. Therefore, a
centralized and modular approach is necessary which is displayed schematically with the application
programming interface (API) (III) in Figure 2. The API is created in Python, ensuring the
transferability of the methodology. The primary function of the API is to adopt the mechanisms which
were implemented in the automation software by generating and assigning IDs for real process data
as well as for simulation and historical data. The API centralizes the transformation of hybrid data
formats into a standardized, machine-readable format, thereby enabling hybrid data-driven modeling
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of punch-bending processes. Therefore, a connection between API and AAS server is set up.
Furthermore, the API also acts as an interface to the database. For example, requests regarding
specific IDs can be addressed.

Process data (IV) is recorded and transferred via the TwinCAT automation software. Within the
automation software, a connection to the database is set up using the Database Server function. For
each sensor, so-called AutoLog groups are created which enable an automated transfer of the process
data to the database. The IDs provided by the API are also included in the data logging of the
respective sensor signals so that the data can be assigned to the respective measurement. Simulation
data (V) of the punch-bending process is created with the FE-software Abaqus. As shown
schematically in Figure 3, the simulation data for each simulation is stored in an inp and an odb-file.
The inp-file is a text document containing the input data for the simulation. The odb-file, on the other
hand, is a proprietary file containing the simulation results. Here, the data has to be transformed into
tabular data, which is then inserted into the database structure and the AAS server via the API.
Historical data (VI) is already provided in tabular form. Accordingly, this data is transferred to the
database structure and the AAS server using the same systematic approach via a Python script and
the APL

Subsequently, the acquired hybrid data is transferred to the ML module (VII) which contains an
ML ensemble model as well as an algorithm to compute counterfactual explanations. The ML
algorithms allow the generation of process- and tool design suggestions, as already presented by the
authors in [24]. Suggested process parameter adjustments are then returned to the digital twin to
implement direct adjustments like straightening roller infeed to the system, or to forward tool
geometries to the operator. The following section will go into more detail about the functionality of
the automated data-driven modeling of punch-bending processes, from initializing a measurement to
receiving a setup suggestion.

Method of Automated Data Processing for Hybrid Data-Driven Models

To achieve an automated data processing of hybrid data the approach is divided into a procedure for
process data and a procedure for simulation and historical data. This is because the real process data
is transferred to the database and the digital twin via the automation software, while simulation and
historical data is transferred via data tables.

Procedure for process data.

Within this procedure, seen in Figure 4, the section Recording sensor data is based on the
methodology previously implemented in the automation software, which was described by the authors
in [8]. Instead of the automation software, the API is utilized to generate the respective IDs. First,
measurements are initiated via the digital twin by specifying the input parameters which are to be
examined. Using the synchronization function between the digital twin and the system the parameters
are transferred to the system which requests the Input, Input Parameter, Input Configuration, Output
and Measurement ID using the respective HTTP requests defined by the API. If an ID is non-existent,
anew ID is generated and inserted into the designated database collection. Otherwise, the existing ID
is returned. Additionally, the initialized measurement as well as its meta data like the data source is
listed as a segment in the digital twin to be accessible by the ML module.

After one or multiple measurements are completed, in section Transfer data to ML module, the
ML module checks for new measurements in the digital twin. For that the ML module requests the
API to initiate the search for new Measurement IDs which are forwarded to the digital twin. Using
an additional database collection, it is checked whether a measurement was already sent to the ML
module or not. If this is not the case, the new Measurement IDs are sent back to the API. Afterwards,
the data encrypted using IDs is translated into its plain names and actual values before being
transmitted as a list of dictionaries to the ML module.

Depending on whether the ML module has been initialized, two possible scenarios must be
considered: scenario (a) describes the case in which the ML module has never been used before. Here,
all gathered data is used to train the ensemble model. Scenario (b) represents the case in which the
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ML module has already been initialized. Then, only new data that so far has not been used to train
the model is used for finetuning. Using the trained ensemble model, the algorithm for computing
counterfactual explanations can search for a possible process configuration suggestion, given a
desired target geometry. Afterwards, the suggestion is sent back to the digital twin.

lDatabase ‘ lML module ‘
Recorciing process data ) !
! Initializing measurement :
: Request IDs (ToollD, MeasurementID,...)
: !Insert IDs
! Post measurement segmenté |
| Respond IDs
iAssign IDs for logging
: [
i Initializing successfull
| Start measurement
| Log sensor data
Transfér data to ML module J
: ‘ :_Check for new measurements
| Check for new measurements :
! Send new MeasurmentiDs |
| | Requestdata

! Respond data !

! Translate data |

Transfer tool suggestions )

! Provide tool sugbestion

Transfer tool suggestions

! Realise tool suggestions

Fig. 4. Sequence diagram of the developed method of automated data processing for hybrid data-
driven models using process data.

Procedure for historical and simulation data.

For historical and simulation data the first section differs compared to the procedure for process data,
which is displayed in Figure 5. Where process data is transferred directly to the database and sorted
into the database structure, historical and simulation data must first be imported and then converted
into the database structure. Due to the different data formats, the data has to be provided in a uniform
tabular format like a csv-file, which is the case for the historical data used. The simulation data of the
punch-bending process, on the other hand, is acquired with the FEM-Software Abaqus. The
simulation data for each simulation, as mentioned before, is stored in an inp and an odb-file. The inp-
file contains input data like material properties, tool geometries or process settings in a text document
format. The proprietary odb-file, contains the simulation output like the product angle, forming forces
or residual stresses. Both files are first converted by a Python script, using the Python library abqpy
[25] for the odb-file. Here, the data is transformed into tabular data, which is then inserted into the
database structure and the AAS server via the API. The data table, either historical or simulation data,
then provides the necessary data to the API. Each line represents a measurement taken (cf. Figure 3).
Therefore, the input has to be separated from the output data so that the ML module is able to learn
the resulting correlations. For this purpose, keywords were defined for input and output data, which
are compared with the keys used for the historical or simulation data. After that, input and output
parameters are assigned to the Input Collection and respectively the Output Collection with their
specific IDs, which are generated by the API. Accordingly, the Input Parameter and Input
Configuration IDs are generated. For each line, one Measurement ID is assigned. Similar to process
data, the Measurement IDs and the respective meta data are posted into the digital twin, so that the
ML module can access the measurements. Subsequently, the historical or simulation data is stored in
the Sensor Data Collection.

The sections Transfer data to ML module and Transfer tool suggestions are almost identical
compared to the procedure for process data (cf. Figure 4). The Measurement IDs are requested by the
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ML module. They are then translated by the API into the actual keys and values, so that the ML
module, after learning the correlations, can provide tool suggestions to be adopted by the operator.

[Digital Twin HData table ‘ [Database HMLmoduIe ‘

Transfer data into the database J
; ! Request data

! Provide data

! Divide input and output data
]

Generate and insert IDs (ToollD, MeasurementiD,...)

! Post measurement segments

! Insert data

Transfer data to ML module J

i Check for new measurements

Check for neW measurements

' Send new MeasurmentIDs

: Request data

3 Respond data

| Translate data

Transfer tool suggestions )

! Provide tool suggestion

! Transfer tool suggestions

Fig. 5. Sequence diagram of the developed method of automated data processing for hybrid data-
driven models using simulation and historical data.

Validation of the Method

To validate the method described, a case study was conducted using the developed ML model and
data set presented by the authors in [24]. The data set falls into the category of historical data and
displays a single-stage bending operation of a punch-bending process. The input parameters used are
the Young’s modulus, the wire thickness as well as the angle and radius of the bending tools. As
outcome serves the resulting angle of the punch-bending product. Because it is a historical data set,
it already comes in a tabular format (csv) (see data sources). Therefore, it does not need to be
transformed as in the case of simulation data.

Validation procedure.

Following the developed procedure (cf. Figure 5), the data is inserted via a Python script. Depending
on the file name and the parameters used, the data set is sorted into either the Simulation or Historical
data category based on predefined keywords. These keywords include data format-specific terms that
can appear both in the file name and among the listed input or output parameters. Because the data
set, e.g., lacks keywords regarding node coordinates as output parameters, the data set considered in
this paper is correctly assigned to the category historical. Compared to the retrospective assignment
of the data source for historical and simulation data, process data is assigned to the Real Process
category at the moment a measurement is initialized. This is achieved through the continuous
connection of the API to the real process and its data acquisition. This meta data can later be used by
the ML module to differentiate between the data of the hybrid data sources. In a similar way the
parameters are compared with input-specific or output-specific keywords in order to categorize the
parameters as input or output data. Accordingly, the input parameters Young’s modulus, wire
thickness, tool angle and tool radius are assigned to the Input Collection and the output parameter
product angle to the Output Collection. The respective IDs as well as the Input Parameter, Input
Configuration, Measurement and Output IDs are then generated by the APIL.

To represent the imported measurement within the digital twin, the IDTA time series data
submodel template [26] 1s used. For this work the focus lies on the own added submodel element
Source which displays the data source of the data set, which is in this case historical (cf. Figure
6, step I). Each measurement is therefore posted into the digital twin as submodel element collection
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containing the respective submodel elements. Afterwards, the data is inserted into the database
structure.

After this procedure, the data sets of every data source are stored in the same data format within
the developed database structure. The subsequent steps are therefore identical for all data sources and
can thus be applied to the validation of the methodology for automated processing of hybrid data.
Within the scope of this paper, the focus will therefore remain on the historical data set from [24].
Accordingly, the measurement list within the digital twin is checked for recently added Measurement
IDs. Using an additional database collection, the measurement list of the digital twin is compared
with already transferred Measurement IDs to prevent duplicating data sets. New Measurement IDs
are then sent to the API, which requests the respective incorporated IDs to translate those to actual
names and values, before they are transferred to the ML module. The data is used to train a surrogate
model enabling the calculation of counterfactual explanations (cf. Figure 6, step II). Using the trained
model, a target angle is inserted (Figure 6, step III) to generate process configuration suggestions
based on the counterfactual explanations (cf. Figure 6, step IV). A target product angle of 120° leads,
e.g., to a process configuration displayed in Figure 6 (step V) which is sent to BaSyx. This completes
the developed procedure. Thus, a data set has been successfully integrated into the database structure
and then automatically transferred to the ML module in order to eventually obtain a prediction for a
suitable process configuration for the punch-bending process.

I. Referencing acquired measurements IV. Receiving suggestions from ML module
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Fig. 6. Validation process for automated data processing for hybrid data-driven modelling of punch-
bending processes: From automated integration via the ML module to the final parameter
suggestion in the digital twin.

Discussion

The results successfully show the validity of the presented automation approach for punch bending.
The import and transfer of data set used for validation, containing 5 parameters and 663 data points
in the context of the experiment, takes around 34 seconds. As an example, a simulation data set of a
single-staged bending operation provided with Abaqus, containing 26 parameters and 663 data points
takes around 196 seconds. When repeating the step while retaining the previous data, only a small
increase in time of 1-2 seconds is recorded for the historical data, while the simulation data already
requires 260 seconds for the repetition. One limiting factor of this approach is the current reference
of measurements in the digital twin. BaSyx stores such a submodel and all its contents in a single
MongoDB document in BSON format, which has a maximum capacity of 16 MB. Accordingly, this
approach reaches its limits with larger data sets.
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Conclusion and Outlook

The article presented a method of automated data processing for optimizing the tool design of punch-
bending processes by using a hybrid data-driven approach. Previous work initially introduced the
digital twin based on the AAS specification as an automation concept. In order to complement the
hybrid data-driven approach, the previously developed integration of process data into the automation
structure was supplemented by simulation and historical data. Therefore, an API was developed
which acts as an interface between hybrid data sources, the database and the AAS server. The API
centralizes the transformation of hybrid data formats into a standardized, machine-readable format,
thereby enabling a hybrid data-driven modeling of punch-bending processes to achieve an automated
tool design. Furthermore, a direct connection between ML module to the digital twin has been
established. It was demonstrated using the developed methodology, that due to the standardized
format process parameters and product properties of the punch-bending process can be automatically
transmitted to the ML module. The correlations learned in this way then resulted in a suggested
process configuration for a specified target angle. Automatically returned to the digital twin, the
suggested process configuration can then be adopted by the operator to optimize, e.g., the geometry
of the punch-bending tool. The developed method of automated data processing thus enables the
implementation of an automated process and tool design for punch-bending processes. Thanks to its
modular structure, a transfer to other forming processes is also conceivable.

However, the method presented in this paper still has some limitations. For example, the approach
is limited to tabular data. Accordingly, each data record must be provided in a tabular format or
converted into such a format, as presented for simulation data. Such a conversion can take some time
to complete. In the case of converting simulation data, e.g., the version of the odb-files must first be
checked and updated if necessary. These topics will be further investigated in future work. Another
aspect of future work is the representation of time series data in simulation data. Because every
simulation is represented in a single line of the table, time series data for now are displayed by a
reference to a specific path in a local folder structure. It is intended to adapt to the structure of the
process data by listing individual time steps as well for the simulation data. The referencing of
measurements within the digital twin in general must be adjusted as well, to enable the integration of
large amounts of data. This is limited by BaSyx in terms of storage capacity by storing the contents
of the time series submodel within a single MongoDB document.
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