
FOREWORD 

The fifth Conference of the European Ceramic Society (ECerS-V) took place on June 
22-26, 1997 in Versailles, after the previous editions in Maastricht (I 989), Augsburg (1991), 
Madrid (1993) and Riccione (1995). 

A large number of scientists from all around the world attended this meeting and 
contributed to its success. More than 700 communications were submitted from 50 countries. 
The Organizing Committee believes that the main target for the edition of these "extended 
abstracts" is to provide the participants with an overview of the relevant tendencies of 
research and development in the area of ceramics. For this purpose books of abstracts should 
be available at the registration desk, and practical reasons made the space for each manuscript 
limited. In addition, in order to shorten the time between submission and edition, the 
manuscripts were examined by one expert only, and the review was limited to correct format 
and obvious errors. It is hoped that this process can offer best services to our ceramic 
community. 

Thanks are addressed to the International Ceramic Federation and to the National 
Societies affiliated to ECerS for their constant efforts and their help to promote the 
Conference. Thanks are obviously extended to all those who contributed to the preparation 
process of the Conference. Special mention should be made of the members of the Organizing 
Committees and of the coordinators of the sessions, who spent a lot of time to work with us 
during the three years period before the meeting. 

The next Conference will be organized in U.K., where we shall be the guests of our 
colleagues of the Institute of Materials. 
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