
PREFACE 

The understanding of the manner in which damage evolves in engineering 
materials, systems or structures is currently the focus of much research effort. 
The objective of the DAMAS series of conferences is to report upon recent 
advances in the areas of damage detection, assessment and quantification. This 
volume constitutes the proceedings of the third conference. 

As with the first and second conferences, which were held in Pescara (Italy, 
1995) and Sheffield (UK, 1997), the coverage is broad, and ranges over all 
aspects of the topic; from detailed theoretical analyses to case studies of full
scale structures. Signal processing is still an important theme of the conference. 
However, some of the emphasis is now on mechanisms of damage in materials. 
Also of vital importance for structural health and condition monitoring is the 
optimum choice of measurement strategy, including the specification of sensors. 
While these topics by no means represent the limits of damage assessment, they 
are essential for defining the current state of the art. The focus of the meeting, 
and the present volume of proceedings, has been centred around these topics. 

The Conference Organising Committee of this third DAMAS conference are 
grateful to the authors of the papers contained within this volume; it is their 
careful efforts that have maintained the high standards set by the two previous 
meetings. 
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