
PREFACE 

The series of International Conferences on "Creep and Fracture of Engineering 
Materials and Structures" was initiated at University College Swansea, Wales, 
thanks to the special efforts of Professors B. Wilshire and R. W. Evans. The 
Conferences have earned a world-wide reputation in the field of high
temperature creep of materials. I think that the success of the Conferences owes 
much to the organizational skills of these two professors . The Conferences were 
intended to be of moderate size so as to preserve the single-session style. The 
latter works well in encouraging stimulating discussions and in cultivating a 
friendly atmosphere at a ll of the Conferences. In addition, all of the participants 
must have enjoyed the congenial and refined atmosphere of the Conference s ite, 
Clyne Castle, and the highly elegant airnngements of the social events, including 
the formal dinner. It was a good chance for us to taste the sophisticated Welsh 
life-style. 

The seventh Conference was held in August 1997 at the University of 
California, Irvine, under the chairmanship of Professor J. Earthman. Personally, 
I was most impressed by the up-to-date presentations and fruitful discussions 
held in the beautiful campus of Irvine, although the climate and atmosphere in 
California were very different from those in Wales. 

On the request of Professor Wilshire, we organized the eighth Conference at 
the National Research Institute for Metals (NRIM) in Tsukuba city, Japan. 
Tsukuba city is not an historical site, but a technopolis established about 30 
years ago, ai1d its atmosphere is totally different from that of Swansea or Irvine, 
but we paid a lot of attention to maintain the original style and policy of the 
Conferences. The Conference was organized with the assistance of the local 
organizing committee, and the staff of the NRIM. I would like to acknowledge 
the financial support of the lketani Science and Technology Foundation, and 
also the support of the NRIM. Finally, I wish to express my sincere thanks to all 
of the authors and pa,ticipants to whom the success of the conference must be 
credited. 

T. Sakuma 
The University of Tokyo, November 1999 
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