
Preface 

These proceedings contain papers accepted for presentation at the Fourth International 

Conference on Fracture and Strength of Solids. The triennial conference is the fourth in 

the series after the tremendous successes in Singapore (1991), China (1994) and 

Hong Kong (1997). With the sponsor ship of the Far East and Oceanic Fracture Society 

(FEOFS), the conference is today the premier one concerned with the mechanics and 

mechanisms of fracture, fatigue and strength of solids. 

The FEOFS was founded for the purpose of presenting the latest findings and 

exchanging ideas with each other in the fields of fracture and strength of materials and 

have supported the Conference. 

The International Conference on Fracture and Strength of Solids has always 

maintained a high standard as demonstrated by the number of countries/regions from 

which papers have been submitted and the high quality papers finally selected for 

inclusion in this volume. This is also a direct reflection of the continuing growth in the 

pursuance of research and development in this field. The volume covers broad areas of 

Fracture Mechanics, Computational Mechanics, Dynamic Fracture, Damage 

Mechanics, Fracture Physics, Fatigue and Creep, Polymer and Polymer Composites, 

MMCs and CMCs, Welding etc, that is all the areas of Applied Mechanics Parts. 

We wish to thank all authors who contributed papers to the conference and all referees 

for their efforts to review the papers. Thanks are also due to the members of the 

Executive Committee, Organizing Committee and the International Advisory Committee 

for their efforts in making the conference a success. We acknowledge the supports by 

the local and international sponsors, including Far East and Oceanic Fracture Society 

(FEOFS), Korea Science and Engineering Foundation, The Korean Federation of 

Science and Technology Societies, Korea Research Foundation, Air Force Office of 

Scientific Research, Pohang Iron and Steel Co. (POSCO), Hyundai Heavy Industry, 

Safety and Structural Integrity Research Center (SAFE), Keum Kwang Co., Pohang 

University of Science and Technology (POSTECH) 
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