
Preface 

The present issue of Key Engineering Materials contains a collection of the selected papers presented 
at the Second China International Conference on High-Performance Ceramics (C!CC-2) held on 
November 11 - 15, 2001, at Kunming, China. 

Continuing the success of the first conference in the series, CICC-2 offered an international forum 
for the presentation, discussion and review of the latest advances in science and teclmology of 
high-perfom1ance ceramics. The response to the conference announcement was very positive and 237 
experimental and theoretical scientists from 17 countries and regions were attracted to the Conference. 
The organizers received more than 300 abstracts of which 277 were chosen for presentation, including 
3 1 invited lectures and 178 oral presentations. These contributions covered almost all the aspects of 
the fi eld, including functional ceramics, structural ceramics, processing of ceramics and evaluation of 
ceramics. 

The conference received 213 manuscripts from the par1icipants. After review process, 175 papers 
were finally accepted for publication in this proceedings. 

The CICC-2 and the proceedings would not have been possible without the support of many people 
and institutions and we wish to thank them all. We would particularly like to thank the members of the 
International Advisory Committee and the Academic Commillee for their help, advice and time spent 
in making the con ference very successful. The organizing Committee was very successful in making 
the scienti fie programme, an-anging local hospitality for the guests and organizing the city tour 
programme after the conference. The financial support of the National Natural Science Foundation of 
China and Yunnan Universi ty enabled us to maintai n a high standard conference at a reasonable price 
and to assist some invited speakers to come. We are thankful to the scientists who served as the chairs 
of the sessions and the voluntary reviewers of the manuscripts. We acknowledge the authorities of 
Yunnan Universi ty for providing the faci lities for hosting the conference. 

The next c.onference in the series (CfCC-3) will be held in 2004. We are looking forward to seeing 
more friends at the forthcom ing conference. 
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