
FOREWORD 

This volume contains the papers presented at the International Symposium on 

SiAIONs, held at Tomiura, Chiba, Japan on December 2-4, 2001 . 

Since the discovery of SiAION solid solutions about thirty years ago, significant 

progress has been made in understanding the phase compatibility , sintering 

behaviour, microstructural control and property tailoring of SiAION ceramics. 

Advances in research and development in the last thirty years have taken SiAION 

from a virtually unknown material to one of the most important advanced engineering 

ceramics of today. The objective of this symposium is to provide a forum for 

researchers around the world to discuss recent developments in research and 

applications of SiAION ceramics and composites. Papers presented in this volume 

are authored by a group of international leading experts in SiAION materials and give 

an excellent indication of the current and future directions in the field. All of the 

papers have been peer-reviewed prior to publication. 

The Symposium was jointly organised by Yokohama National University, Japan, and 

Monash University, Australia, and was sponsored by the Research for the Future 

Programme of The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). Supports for 

the conference organisation were also received from the Fine Ceramics Research 

Association (FCRA) and Yokohama National University. 

Supports by the members of the International Advisory Committee, Drs. P. F. Becher, 

I. W. M. Brown, N. Claussen, 0. Kamigaito, S. J. L. Kang, M.H. Lewis, H. Mandal, R. 

Metselaar, Z. Shen, W. Sigmund, D.P. Thompson, A. Tsuge, P.-L. Wang, and by the 

members of the Local Organizing Committee and the Programme Committee are 

gratefully acknowledged by the conference organizers. 

Finally, a special acknowledgement is due to the students of Yokohama National 

University for their continuous help in the symposium. 
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