
PREFACE 

Since their inception Bioceramics meetings have provided a treasure house of 
infonnation for both scientists and clinicians in the medical field. The investigation and 
characterisation of ceramics have allowed them to be synthesized and applied to improve 
human well being and longevity. 

Initially the meetings were subdivided into physical science, histology and clinical 
applications of calcium phosphates and related research. Nowadays Bioceramics is one 
large combined profession of various ceramics, organics and hybrids that involves from 
concept to synthesis and to their clinical applications and this is reflected in the format of 
the meetings. 

For the current meeting we found it very difficult to separate the papers into definite 
subsections as had been done in the past. This was because most papers had significant 
overlap between the subsections within them. The fact that we had this difficulty was a 
pleasant burden for us to bear since it means that in the very diverse and wide-ranging 
field of bioceramics the International Society for Ceramics in Medicine and B ioceramics 
Symposiums has succeeded in bringing the professions together and allowed international 
collaboration and communication to flourish. This helps us all achieve our ideals which 
are: to improve health, to improve human well-being and increase longevity. 

This is the first time that a Bioceramics meeting has taken place on the Australian 
Continent. We would like to acknowledge the support and help given by Professors T. 
Kokubo and W. Bonfield because without their motivation and help we would not have 
been able to bring it to our wonderful city of Sydney. We hope that this trend will 
continue in future years. 

Our history is full of very successful researchers, eminent scientists and clinicians 
whom, as we all know, started as students. It is because ' students and registrars are our 
future scientists, engineers, clinicians and surgeons' that we aimed to help students 
participate in Bioceramics 15 with a range of incentives. We hope they will have the 
courage and the strength to continue to improve our Bioceramics meetings in future 
years. 

Clinicians are constantly searching for better devices to assist their patients and 
investigating scientists are constantly striving to produce new materials and devices or to 
improve existing ones. The production of the appropriate materials depends on 
collaborative applied research and a strong bond between these two groups. Previous 
meetings contain many examples which demonstrate this issue. lt is evident that the 
collaboration between the investigating scientists and the surgeons has been getting 
stronger with each meeting. 

In this Volume we bring you over 200 papers which contain wide range of interest and 
novelty. Included in the volume you will also find longer invited papers. These overview 
papers will hopefully provide some insight into the glorious past and future of 
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bioceramics and demonstrate what the current state of the art in research and clinical 
work are. 

On behalf of the Organising Committee of Bioceramics l5 we would like to thank all of 
the sponsoring companies, organizations and individuals who have supported this 
Symposium both financially and otherwise. 

Special thanks go to Irit Ben-Nissan and Adriyan Milev for their help during the 
preparation of the manuscript and to Ms. Joanna Innes who spent many hours finishing 
the final version. Without her persistence and excellent work completion of the 
Proceedings would not have been possible. 

Most importantly we thank you, the delegates and invited speakers, without whose 
interest and attendance this Symposium would not have existed. 

Besim Ben-Nissan, 
Doron Sher and 
William Walsh 


