
FOREWORD 

The eighth conference of the European Ceramic Society (8th ECerS) took place 

between June 29 - July 3, 2003 at the lstanbul Convention and Exhibition Centre, Istanbul, 

Turkey. This event continued the tradition of previous meetings held in Maastricht ( l 989), 

Augsburg (1991), Madrid (1993), Riccione (1995), Versailles (1997), Brighton (1999) and 

Bruges (200 I). 

Out of 720 (370 oral and 350 poster presentations) papers presented by scientists 

representing 51 different countries, 607 have been printed in these proceedings. All of the 

papers have been peer-reviewed prior to publication and we wish to acknowledge the work of 

the referees. 

The printed contributions were restricted to four to six pages extended abstracts for 

both oral and poster presentations. The page limit was imposed to encourage the authors to 

present longer and more detailed version of their work in reputable learned journals in the 

field, especially the journal of the European Ceramic Society, with which ECerS is closely 

associated. 

The conference programme was structured in a format of nine parallel sessions taking 

place everyday, and about half of Tuesday morning being reseived to the Stuijts lecture 

presented by Professor Rudolf Metselaar (Eindhoven University of Technology) and to the 

International ECerS Award Lecture presented by Professor Gary L. Messing (Pennsylvania 

State University). 

The three volumes of the conference procedings have been structured to include the 

content of the papers presented on 20 different topics selected by the scientific programme 

committee members. As usual, Engineering Ceramics and Composites, Electrocerarnics, 

Science and Technology of Ceramic Powders and Shaping, Sintering and Machining of 

Advanced Materials were the most popular sessions. ln contrast to previous ECerS 

conferences, Traditional Ceramics session was also received high attention with 115 

contributions. 
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A special attention was devoted to students through an Education session organised by 

Professor Serdar Ozgen (ITU). In this context, two student contests were organised, one 

derucated to student oral presentations and the other to student poster presentations. 

We are most grateful to the different companies and institutions that sponsored the 

conference, especially to Kaleseramik Canakkale Kalebodur Seramik Sanayi A. S. (TR) 

which is the main sponsor of the proceedings. They allowed us to offer reduced fees to 

students, invite young researchers to compete in the speech contest and welcome invited 

lecturers. 

Our thanks go to the International Ceramic Federation for their special interest in this 

meeting, and to the local European National Ceramic Societies for their support and 

assistance during the preparations for the meeting and their assistance in publicising it as 

widely as possible. Thanks also go to the staff of Department of Materials Science and 

Engineering of Anadolu University, especially to A. Kalemtas and G. Sayan who devoted 

considerable time and effort to planning the conference, checking each document and keeping 

the authors in close contact with the organising committee. 

A positive consequence of this meeting was also the gathering of Turkish scientists 

who formed the scientific programme committee of this meeting. We have to thank them for 

the time they spent to make the 8th ECerS Conference a success. 
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