
PREFACE 

On behalf of the organizing committee, I would like to extend my thanks to Academician Zhongcan 
Ouyang, the honorary chairman of the 2009 International Symposium on Liquid Crystal Science 
and Technology. His suggestions and supports have been critically important for the success of the 
conference which was held in the period of August 2-5, 2009 in Kunming, China.  
 
The momentous push and generous contributions from the international advisory committee as well 
as the scientific committee have been gratefully acknowledged. Their invaluable advice, impressive 
lectures and enlightening face-to-face discussions made all the attendees benefit a lot from the 
conference.  
 
The topics of the conference were focused on the molecular design and synthesis of liquid crystals, 
the characterizations of liquid crystals, the applications of liquid crystals, and the emerging 
technologies and relevant materials for information display. The number of participants of the 
conference was recorded to be one hundred and twenty. They gathered in Kunming from ten 
countries and regions, including Austria, China, France, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Singapore, 
Taiwan, the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and the United States of America. From 226 abstracts, 
180 pieces were selected for presentations in the conference. The conference program was 
composed of 10 plenary lectures, 8 invited talks, 16 oral presentations and 146 poster presentations.  
 
The sponsorship of Trans Tech Publications plus the partial financial assistances from Natural 
Science Foundation of China and from Yunnan Province were gratefully acknowledged. Finally I 
would like to thank the reviewers for the time and energy they had spent on analyzing the 
manuscripts. Their comments and suggestions were important to improve the quality of our 
publications. 
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