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PREFACE 

In 1994 we will mark the tenth anniversary of the discovery of quasicrystals, aperiodic 
crystals which lie outside the framework of traditional crystallography and which have 
disturbed the theory and practice of solid state physics, bringing in new perspectives. Already 
a substantial international community working on this topic has developed, with its own 
social structure, and it is time to assess the progress of the past decade and to consider future 
possibilities. 

When we last met in May 1992 for the 4th international Symposium on Quasicrystals in 
St. Louis, USA, we realised that in August 1993 there would be two large international 
conferences of direct relevance. These were the 16th Congress of the International Union of 
Crystallography (22-29 August in Beijing, China) and the 8th International Conference on 
Rapid Solidification (23-28 August in Sendai, Japan). Thus the time, immediately after these 
two large-scale meetings, was propitious for a small, short but concentrated meeting on 
quasicrystals and imperfectly ordered crystals. The strategically chosen place was Chengde, 
located I 20 km NE of Beijing, the summer residence of the late Qing (Manchu) Dynasty and 
now a favourite tourist site. 

Sixty-three scientists from 14 countries attended this symposium and 64 papers were 
presented, 49 of which are included here in the present proceedings. The participants were 
also able to visit the 'Mountain Resort to Escape the Summer Heat', and various temples, 
including the 'Little Potala'. 

In the introductory session A. L. Mackay, W. Steurer and S. Takeuchi reviewed the present 
status of general crystallography, quasicrystal structure and experimentally determined 
properties of quasicrystals. Other contributions were grouped into sessions on Imperfectly 
Ordered Crystals, Quasiperiodicity, Structure of Quasicrystals and Approximants, Defects in 
Quasi crystals, and Properties of Quasicrystals. In the Concluding Session, T. Janssen, F .H. Li 
and T. Fujiwara commented on crystallography, approximants, defects and properties of 
quasicrystals and imperfectly ordered crystals. 

We sincerely thank the authors for preparing their manuscripts so promptly and thus enabling 
us to present a snapshot of the state of the art as at August 1993. 

Last but not the least, we like to thank the group led by Ors. Z. Zhang and Q. Xu who have 
successfully organized this symposium both from the scientific and cultural points of view. 
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