
Preface 

Initiated by the success of the Conference on Solidification and Microgravity in 1991 , it 
was decided in the Physical Metallurgy Department of the Institute of Materials Science, 
Miskolc University, to organize a follow-on conference in 1995. 

The scope of the scientific meeting was, similar to that of the first Conference on 
Solidification and Microgravity in 1991 , to foster the exchange of research groups having 
interest in solidification and both micro- and macrogravity effects. The title of the 
conference was slightly changed to "Solidification and Gravity". It was organized by 
international professional societies (European Council of the American Society for 
Materials, European Materials Research Society) and Hungarian societies and institutes. 

The conference was dedicated to Professor J6zsef Vero and his exceptional oeuvre. In 
Hungary the name J6zsef Vero represents the first professorship in metallography. For 
forty years his books and his lecturing played a fundamental role in the progress of material 
science. Each of the participants of the conference received a reproduction of the Vero 
Memorial Medal , the original of which is awarded every year to a scientist producing 
outstanding results in the field of physical metallurgy. 

About 80 foreign (from Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, India, Japan, Norway, 
Ukraine, United Kingdom, USA, Russia, Turkey) and 30 Hungarian participants presented 
their results during the scientific meeting in IO Sections (Rapid Solidification, 
Microgravity, Modelling, Dendritic Structure, Immiscible and Monotectic Systems, 
Eutectic and Peritectic Systems, Convection, Casting, Related Topics and Posters) in 6 
invited lectures, 52 lectures and 60 posters. There was general agreement among the 
participants that the conference should be held every second year as a regular meeting of 
the European Solidification Laboratories, alternately in Miskolc-LillafUred (every fourth 
year) and in other countries. 

The conference was held in the Hotel Palota, situated in a wonderful environment in 
Miskolc-Lillafi.ired, at the foot of the Btikk mountains. The social programme included a 
visit of Sarospatak, the centre of the revolution lead by Ferencz Rak6czi, and wine tasting 
of the famous Tokaj wine, known as "the king of wines and the wine of kings". There was 
an organ concert in the Avas Reformed Church, and - fo llowing a visit of the Institute of 
Materials Science of Misko le University - a reception in honour of the participants by Prof 
Otto Farkas, Rector of University. 

The conference was again a great success. Between the sessions and in the evenings there 
were rewarding discussions, the possibilities to exchange research ideas and approaches to 
solutions were well exploited. 

A. Ro6sz 
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