
Preface 

The research project entitled "Innovation in superplasticity" was chosen as one of 

the priority scientific research areas in 1996 from the Ministry of Education, Science 

and Culture, Japan . The objective of priority areas is to stimulate and to promote the 

specific research subjects under the participation of Professors in Japanese 

Universities. The project of "Innovation in Superplasticity" will be subsidized about 

700 million yen in three years total by the Japanese Government. As a representative of 

the "Innovation in superplasticity" project, I do hope this will be a trigger to activate 

and to innovate superplasticity studies in Japan. The superplasticity symposium on July 

23 and 24 in 1996 in Amanohashidate is planned to be the first open activity of our 

group. Fortunately, major figures in the field of superplasticity in the world joined the 

symposium along with outstanding Japanese scientists. The frank and constructive 

discussions during the symposium must be fruitful to find future research targets for 

superplasticity in Japanese scientists in the priority area. I believe the symposium is 

one of the most successful international meetings on superplasticity in recent years, 

and hence the Proceedings will be an important publication in this field. For the 

publication, I would like to express my sincere thanks all of the participants in this 

symposium and the authors of the papers in this volume. I also wish to thank the 

reviewers to read and improve original manuscripts . The publication of this volume 

owes much to them for their rapid but complete reviewing. The assistance in preparing 

the manuscripts for publication by Professor K. Higashi , University of Osaka 

Prefecture and Professor T. Aizawa, The University of Tokyo is highly appreciated. 

Finally, I wish to express my sincere thanks to the financial support of the Grant-in

Aid for Scientific Research on the Priority Area "Innovation in Superplasticity" 

(08242102) from the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Japan. 

August 24, 1996 T. Sakuma 

All rights reserved. No part of contents of this paper may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means without the written permission of Trans
Tech Publications Ltd, www.scientific.net. (#0-25/05/23,17:53:36)




