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The Institut National Polytechnique de Grenoble (INPG) and the Societe Frarn;:aise de 

Metallurgie et de Materiaux (SF2M) have been pleased to welcome the 450 registrants 

from 37 countries to ICAAS . The conference was held at the campus of the University of 

Grenoble, near a historical site of the aluminium industry (Froges, 1888) and in the heart 

of an active research and development community in aluminium alloy science and 

technology. 

As for the first ICAA Conference, held in Charlottesville (1986) to celebrate the 

centennial of the Hall-Heroult process, the following ones (Beijing 1990, Trondheim 

1992, Atlanta 1994) and the former International Conferences on Aluminium-Lithium 

Alloys, ICAAS brought together scientists from academic institutions (70%) and 

industrial organizations (30%, producers and users) involved in the research, 

development and implementation of aluminium alloys, products and processes. Several 

trends should be outlined: 

• Firstly, ICAAS has taken advantage of an increased contribution from Eastern 

European and Asian countries. 

• The need for more global and pluridisciplinary approaches has resulted in a 

stronger emphasis on solidification and casting metallurgy on the one hand, and on 

materials engineering (joining, surface properties, structural components) on the 

other. This is complementary to the more traditional core topics of mechanical 

behaviour, microstructure-process-property relationships and alloy development. 

Beside numerous advances in modelling and quantitative characterization as well 

as in fundamental and applied physical and mechanical metallurgy, the issue of 

production costs has been frequently emphasized. 

• Particular attention has also been paid to alloys for automotive applications, as well 

as aerospace, packaging and building alloys . 

We consider that the challenges met by the Organizing Committee have been taken 

up, for the benefit of the participants and the development of aluminium science, 

technology and applications. We are grateful to the authors for the record number of 

papers presented at ICAAS , both in oral and dedicated poster sessions, and to all the 

participants for the resulting discussions. 

We would like again to give special thanks to Professor A. Guinier, co-discoverer of 

the so-called GP zones with G.D. Preston (1938), whose participation honored the 
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ICAA5 Conference, allowing to highlight the tremendous advances m structural 

hardening of aluminium alloys over six decades. 

During ICAA5, the International Committee unanimously agreed the proposal of 

Professor Y. Murakami to hold ICAA6 in Nagoya, Japan, during the summer 1998, on 

the campus of the Toyohashi University of Technology. The Organizing Committee will 

be chaired by the President of the Japan Institute of Light Metals at the time of the 

conference, and co-chaired by Professor Y. Murakami (Osaka Science and Technology 

Center) and Doctor Y. Baba (Sumitomo Light Metal Industry, Ltd.). 
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