
FOREWORD 

During the last two decades, French scienti sts have held a series of meetings (JEN I) on 
Nitrides . In view of the ever-expanding fi e lds of application of nitrides in cerami cs, metals, 
glasses, composites, coatings, sensors, catalysts and e lectronic thin films, the I 0th French 
meeting was opened up to a wider audience, in the fo rm of the first International Symposium 
on N itrides, and a very successful congress was he ld at St. M alo in May 1996. It was agreed 
that the Second International Symposium on N itrides would take place at Limerick in June 
1998. 

The Scientific Programme consisted of a number of invited plenary lectures and other oral 
presentations, as well as poster sessions with discussions. Papers were presented, in all 
branches of material s sc ience and engineering, concerning the ro le of nitrogen in improving 
and modify ing the properties of materials; particularly fo r novel applications. A ll of the 
papers have been peer-reviewed prior to publication, and we wish to acknowledge the work of 
the referees, drawn mainl y from the Internationa l Advisory Board, in helping to put together a 
very significant volume which would refl ect the current state-of-the-art in N itrides and 
Oxynitrides. 

The proceedings have been organi sed into seven sections as fo llows: 

I . Preparation and Crysta l Chemistry of Nitrides and Oxynitrides 
2. Oxynitrides in Catalysis 
3. Iron Nitrides and Magneti c Nitrides 
4. Nitride Coatings and Thin Films 
5. Silicon N itride Based Ceramics 
6. Oxyni tride Glasses and Glass-Ceramics 
7. Characteri sation of N itrides and Oxynitrides 
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