
Preface 

The 12th International Conference on Positron Annihilation (ICPA-12) was held at the 
Universitiit der Bundeswehr Miinchen in Neubiberg, Gennany, from August 6 - 12, 2000. 

The Universitiit der Bundeswehr Miinchen, the only real campus university in Gennany, was 
founded in 1973 and is located southeast of Munich, just outside the city boundary, in the 
municipality Neubiberg. Munich, the capital of Bavaria, is the southern center of Germany in 
respect to arts, culture, science and represents a "metropolis with heart". 

Since the last international conference ICPA-11 in Kansas City, USA, a little more than three 
years have passed. At TCP A-12 newest results, obtained in the various fields of positron 
annihilation, have been presented, and further developments and applications of this special and 
exciting methodology have been discussed. 

249 scientists from 36 countries have actively participated at ICPA-12. However, counting all 
authors and co-authors of the scientific articles published in the proceedings, a total number of 
nearly 600 scientists have directly contributed to the conference. 

In 19 plenary talks, in the morning sessions of the conference, well established experts bave 
reviewed newest results and developments in the various subfields of positron annihilation, 
whereas the afternoon sessions were introduced by 20 invited lectures on specific topics, 
followed by selected oral contributions. The remaining contributions have been presented as 
posters. 

All papers appearing in this Proceedings were critically reviewed before and after the 
conference. This refereeing process has effectively raised the quality of the articles at the 
expense of reducing their number. 

We are very grateful to the International Advisory Committee that we obtained the privilege to 
organize and host this conference at our university. The realization of the conference in the 
presented way could not have been done without the support from various sponsors. Special 
thanks to the board of directors of our university with their staff as well as to the Society of the 
Friends of our university for their administrative and financial support. Many thanks also to the 
German Federal Research Society and the Bavarian Ministry for Research, Science and Art for 
their scientific support and their financial assistance. 

The Federal Ministry of Education and Research has provided special financial funds to enable 
scientists from East European countries and from countries of the former Soviet Union to 
participate at the conference. Therefore 22 scientists from these countries, working in the field of 
positron annihilation, could be invited to present theirresults at ICPA-12. For many of them, this 
was the first opportunity to participate at an international conference on positron annihilation. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to my secretary, Mrs. Martina Falter, who managed 
all the correspondence for ICPA-12. 

The sponsorship from industrial companies is also very much appreciated. 
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