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Welcome Address by Dragan Uskokovic, 
President of the Yugoslav Materials Research Society, 
At the 4th Yugoslav Materials Research Society Conference 
YUCOMAT rv 

Herceg Novi, Sept. I 0, 200 I 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

I have the honour and pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the Yugoslav Materials 
Research Society and the Institute of Technical Sciences of SASA, the general sponsor of the 
Conference, at the openjng of the Fourth YUCOMA T Conference. I would specially like to 
welcome our guests from abroad - great scientist Prof. Osawa, hopping he will feel here as 
pleasantly as I felt during my stays in the land of the rising Sun, where Prof. Osawa comes from, 
and our guests from the Institute of Chemistry, Inorganic Technology and New Materials C. N. R., 
Padova, Italy. I am very glad to see again Dr. Battiston the first foreigner who promised to come to 
the previous YUCOMAT Conference in 1999, while NATO bombs were falling on Belgrade. And 
indeed, he came here that year. It was a brave act, first of all real confidence in another Yugoslavia 
and in some other people, despite terrible events and photos seen through media all over the world, 
in those who did not justify the war but whose voices could not be heard far, because so people of 
influence did not want to listen to them. Owing to Prof. Battiston and Prof. Zanella, i.e. to their 
Institute, the Proceedings of YUCOMAT '99 was published by Trans Tech Publications, Swiss. 

I have also a pleasure to welcome our dear colleagues from Slovenia. I have been their guest 
in Ljubljana recently, where I had the opportunity to see that borders become invisible when people 
start speaking the language of heart. I hope that the older ones still remember nice time we spent 
together in this lovely town. Here we are together, again, and simply speaking - it is really 
wonderful. I would also like to welcome Dr. Lahghammer from the Martin Luther Uruversity, 
Germany, who was a very kind host during my stay in Halle this year. We have been trying to 
restart the Yugoslav - German bilateral cooperation. 

Of course, I do welcome all of you, specially these beautiful, young people, who have not 
gone abroad, yet. This Conference is a part of our efforts to connect them with the developed world, 
to give them the chance to present their results, wishing they will stay here doing research with the 
same joy as we, the older ones, did in the past. At that time we were able to travel freely, host our 
foreign colleagues, but most of us stayed here in this part of the Planet, under the sky, we belong to 
by birth. 

My dear friends, in any European country, holding of the fourth conference in any field of 
science, would mean that the previous ones had already been held and that they have become 
traditional. Here, in this country, which, had owing to unwise, foolish, politics of both domestic 
power men and foreign powers, become the poorest European country, holding of the fourth 
conference in a row, would be - a real miracle. 

You know, I often think ofmy colleagues and co-workers as of wizards, who remind me of 
real alchemists. Maybe, it would be hard for our foreign colleagues to understand how many efforts 
are needed to do even the simplest experiment, and it is better not to speak about troubles connected 
with serious researches like those which will be presented, here. Do you know, that if we did not 
take care of our instruments in the same way as we took care of our children, we would have to 
close our laboratories, long time ago. If there were no our colleagues - skilled wizards, who were 
entering even the forbidden ports in the ocean of Internet, and opening locked doors of rich 
databases, we, without current scientific literature and relevant information, would be like blind 
men, who can only sit and dream of the world around them. If there were no our colleagues settled 



in the world, who send us some of their instruments or do some experiments for us, our research 
would be much more difficult. For instance, if a young man wants to prepare his diploma thesis (we 
know that it is the first and the most simple, not much sophisticated, step on the way of 
development), he has to run from one to another laboratory, first at bis faculty, then at other 
institutes in his and in other cities, asking who has the proper apparatus, and whose instruments are 
available at the time. Generally, older colleagues are ready to help, but not always, especially, if 
they know that any mistake or accident, which may put their instruments out of order, will endanger 
their own projects. Simply, there are usually no funds for any repairs. 

Funds for scientific development are seriously depleted. In the past, they were not used 
properly, projects were financed without clear quality criteria. We expected so much from the last 
year democratic changes, but in a devastated country where there would be no elementary things 
such as electricity in night hours and heating in winter evenings, if there were no donations from the 
developed countries, it is unrealistic to expect quick changes and rapid raising of funds for science. 
It is very difficult for a man when he comes into the situation to open his hand asking help from a 
stranger, and you can imagine, how difficult it is when the whole nation sees immediate solution of 
its economic problems in foreign donations. This is the reason, unfortunately, why we hear 
proposals, even from the level of the Ministry of Science, for financing applicative programmes 
only. This is not the proper place for confrontation with such ideas, but 1, personally, think that our 
Society should put forward its attitude and proposals publicly. However, I cannot help but ask 
myself where such results can be applied to, when the economy is practically dead. The only 
fortune, which definitely exist, although small because of the brain drain phenomenon, are creative 
minds of our scientists. It is well-known that right under extremely hard circumstances there comes 
to unbelievable stretches of imagination, resourcefulness and creativity. Really, how to escape from 
the prison, if a man does not find a way to dig a tunnel through the earth, or to become a bird. 

I do believe in our intellectual potentials and therefore I am sure that we, united with the 
potentials of the developed world, have a chance to develop further and bridge this evident gap. I do 
not want to believe in the thesis that great science is entitled to big, i.e. rich countries only, and the 
modest one to those small and poor. Science cannot be small, big, rich or poor, because the poor 
will become poorer and the rich richer. Scientific results should help the development of human 
kind in general. and should decrease the gap between the poor and the rich. Maybe this sounds 
utopian, but, as a man who sees himself as a part of the ocean of life in this so small part of the 
universe, 1 could not exist without believing in goodness. 

It is the fact that during the previous decade, Europe has advanced enormously, while we, 
although European country, have retrogressed. It should mean that we are in minus of 20 years. 
However, during the next days, you will have the opportunity to hear more than 150 papers of 
domestic authors, whose quality in most cases, do not differ much from the world's. So, ladies and 
gentlemen, I express my admiration and respect to my Yugoslav colleagues and co-workers. This is 
the reason why I call them wizards, because, in spite of the lack of all resources, they manage to 
work and realise something new. At the same time, in extreme material devastation, many of them 
have become very rich, spirituality. For me, they are alchemists. You can easily recognise them. 
They are among us. The gold they are carrying inside, shines around. 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, I do not want to speak more. Please allow me to 
pronounce the Fourth YUCOMAT Conference open and to wish you fruitful work, interesting 
discussions and pleasant stay in this beautiful part of the Adriatic coast. 


