
Preface 
 
The highly successful AMN conference series is the flagship of the New Zealand 
MacDiarmid Institute, a virtual centre of research excellence named for New Zealand’s 3rd 
Nobel Laureate, Prof Alan MacDiarmid. The conference offers a broad interdisciplinary 
overview of advanced materials and nanotechnology, and provides an exciting forum to 
discuss new and exciting advances in the field. 
 
AMN-5 was a truly international conference, with representation from over fifty different 
nations, reflecting the extent of international collaboration in the Institute, and providing a 
forum for creative interactions between scientists and students.  
 
Keynote speaker Professor Sir Richard Friend, (Cambridge) was a highlight of the 
conference, presenting new advances in flexible display technology and discussed the 
challenges and rewards of spin-out companies. Nobel Laureate Professor Sir Anthony 
Leggett (Illinois) and Professor Neil W Ashcroft (Cornell), also gave highly informative 
keynote presentations acknowledging that 2011 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
discovery of superconductivity, and 25 years since high temperature superconductivity was 
first observed. The list of notable plenary lecturers is too large acknowledge individually, but 
the success of this conference leans heavily on the contributions of leading edge scientists 
willing to travel all the way to the far outpost of New Zealand. 
 
Outreach activities and the promotion of science in wider society is an important function of 
science-based organisations, and the MacDiarmid Institute takes this responsibility seriously. 
In acknowledging 2011 as the International Year of Chemistry, IYC2011 the conference 
included a sell-out public lecture and show, as well as a presentation to 1000+ age 15-18 
school children to join in the celebration of the achievements of chemistry and its 
contributions to the well-being of humankind. 
 
On behalf of the Organising Committee of AMN-5 I would like to thank all those people and 
organisations who have supported and encouraged this conference. We are pleased to 
acknowledge the support of many generous sponsors whose assistance in these post GFC 
times is greatly appreciated. Most importantly we would like to thank all of the delegates for 
attendance and in particular, the authors who have chosen to contribute their manuscripts to 
the proceedings. We hope that your participation in AMN-5 will lead to enhanced 
international fellowship and technical exchange. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the members of the Organising Committee whose dedication 
and hard work ensured the success of the conference. 
 
 

 
Tim Kemmitt 
Chairman, AMN-5 Organising Committee 
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